OUTCOMES OF CCAMLR XXVII, (2008)  
1. The XXVII meeting of the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR) was held in Tasmania, Australia from 27 October to 7 November 2008.  CCAMLR is part of the Antarctic Treaty System and meets annually to set the regulatory framework for the conservation of the Southern Ocean ecosystem, including through fisheries management. The Commission is made up of 25 Member States, and operates on the basis of consensus.  Observers included Netherlands, Peru and Vanuatu. 
2. The meeting was chaired by Namibia, (Peter Amutenya) for the second year running.   The Commission meeting was held in parallel with the meeting of the Scientific Committee, and preceded by meetings of its subsidiary Working Groups on Fish Stock Assessment and Incidental Mortality Associated with Fishing.
3.  A TAC of 3920 tonnes for  Toothfish (Dissostichus eleginoides) was  for sub area 48.3 (part of SGSSI).  The TAC limit agreed for sub area 48.4 was set at 150 tonnes, in line with scientific advice.  The TAC agreed for Mackerel Icefish was 3834 tonnes; an increase of 1372 tonnes to allow for extensive research survey trawls. 
4. Instances of IUU, (illegal, unregulated and unreported) toothfish fishing appeared to have decreased significantly in the Convention Area during the 2007/08 season, (estimates fell by 2446 tonnes to 1169 tonnes).  Although there were fewer sightings the Commission felt the level of IUU fishing could increase.  The Commission endorsed the UK’s proposal to provide funding to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing in the Convention Area. 
5. A transshipment notification system, requiring members to notify the Secretariat of intended transshipments 72 hours in advance, was adopted. This will enhance CCAMLR’s understanding of transshipment activity and allow the Commission to make effective management decisions on illegal activity, safety and environmental issues. 
6. The Commission endorsed a precautionary approach for managing bottom fisheries with respect to Vulnerable Marine Environments (VMEs) and also amended the general environmental protection Conservation Measure to ensure that all plastic packaging bands are cut into small sections prior to incineration, to help reduce the number of marine mammals harmed by illegally discarded packaging bands.
7. Following a UK paper, the Scientific Committee agreed to consider the impacts of climate change  which were likely to carry significant risks to Antarctic marine ecosystems: increasing sea temperatures, increasing sea height, changes to global ocean thermo-haline circulation, increasing ocean acidification, the introduction of alien species and increasing accessibility in areas previously restricted by sea-ice to fishing, tourism and commercial transport. 
 

 
OUTCOMES OF CCAMLR XXVIII, (2009) 
 
1. The XXVII meeting of the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR) was held in Tasmania, Australia from 26 October to 6 November 2009.  CCAMLR is part of the Antarctic Treaty System and meets annually to set the regulatory framework for the conservation of the Southern Ocean ecosystem, including through fisheries management. The Commission is made up of 25 Member States, and operates on the basis of consensus.   The Netherlands attended as an observer. 
2. The meeting was chaired by New Zealand, (Ambassador D. Mackay). 
3. The UK proposal to establish a marine protected area (MPA) proposal in the South Orkney Islands was adopted.  This is the world’s first high seas MPA and, at over 90,000km2, is about four times the size of Wales. Fishing activities and discharge or refuse disposal from fishing vessels will be prohibited.  It will allow scientists to better monitor the effects of human activities and climate change on the Southern Ocean.
4. The long-term future economic and ecological sustainability of South Georgia’s fishery was maintained with the setting of a TAC for Toothfish (Dissostichus eleginoides of 3,000 tonnes a season for the next two years. The TAC for Mackerel Icefish was set at 1,548 tonnes for 2009/10, and 949 tonnes for 2010/11. 
5. After several years impasse, significant progress was made towards an agreement on distributing the Krill Catch between four small subareas, two of which will include South Georgia.  The Commission also agreed to specify a mandatory scientific observation requirement for Krill fisheries to 50% from an average of 30% Observer coverage.     
6. Funding was secured for a UK proposal to hold a training event in Southern Africa to promote understanding of CCAMLR and to discourage the flagging of IUU vessels by African registries, and to encourage the refusal of port access to such vessels.  Six vessels were reported as having carried out Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported (IUU), fishing activity using gillnets (which is prohibited due to the extensive environmental damage they cause).   
7. Building on the decision in 2008, the Commission adopted a UK-drafted Climate Change Resolution, which urged increased consideration of climate change impacts in the Southern Ocean to better inform CCAMLR management measures, and requested the Chair of the Commission to write to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change to state that an effective global response is urgently needed to address the challenge of climate change, in order to protect and preserve the Southern Ocean ecosystems and their biodiversity.
