XXXII Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting; Baltimore, USA, 
6 – 17 April 2009
1. A discrete Ministerial segment (held in Washington) on 6 April was chaired by Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton while the main ATCM was chaired by Tucker Scully (USA).   Two Ministerial Declarations (on the future of the Antarctic Treaty and International Polar Year respectively) were adopted by consensus during the first-ever meeting of Antarctic Treaty and Arctic Council Ministers. 
2. The positive mood generated by the Ministerial and by a pre-meeting scientific workshop, resulted in some significant outcomes including growing, and public, recognition and acceptance of the impacts of climate change and the need for continued scientific research and monitoring.  Climate change dominated and underscored all other issues and activities and it was agreed to hold an Antarctic Treaty Meeting of Experts in Norway in April 2010 to consider implications of climate change for the management of activities in Antarctica.  Terms of reference were also agreed for an Antarctic Treaty Meeting of Experts on issues relating to Shipping Safety in the Southern Ocean which will take place in Wellington, New Zealand, from 9-11 December 2009.

3. Agreement was reached on a range of environmental protection measures.  There was strong support for UK's work and leading role on marine spatial protection and management especially on the pilot study around the South Shetland Islands.  Specific guidelines for 7 new visitor sites (5 from the UK) were adopted and two former British bases (at Damoy and Detaille) were added to the list of Historic Sites and Monuments.  

 

4. Management action to prevent the introduction of non-native species was identified as top priority for the CEP and an intersessional contact group was established to take this forward.   The CEP recognised that science and monitoring were fundamental and integral elements of management and a proposal to establish a project investigating tourism impacts was agreed.  Following very detailed negotiations in a small drafting group, the review of Annex II of the Environmental Protocol (on the protection of Antarctic flora and fauna) was completed.  The amended Annex was adopted by consensus and now affords wider protection to Antarctic terrestrial flora and fauna. 

5. A Resolution was adopted agreeing a set of overarching strategic principles for Antarctic Tourism and a legally-binding Measure to set mandatory limits on landing of passengers was agreed. 

