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The 1961 Antarctic Treaty covers five key areas:
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	Countries that sign up to the Treaty are free to carry out scientific research in Antarctica and must share their results 
	All testing of nuclear weapons and the dumping of radioactive waste is forbidden in Antarctica
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	No military activities are allowed in Antarctica – the continent must be used for peaceful purposes only
	Claims to slices of Antarctica by individual countries are set aside so long as the Treaty exists
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	The Treaty promotes Antarctica as a place to undertake important scientific research


	
	


The four other agreements that now make up the full ‘Antarctica Treaty System’ are:

Agreed Measures for the Conservation of Antarctica Flora and Fauna (1964): 
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Pioneering laws protecting Antarctica’s plants and animals. This has now been superseded by the Protocol on Environmental Protection.
Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Seals (1972): 
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The Convention bans the killing of both Ross and Antarctic fur seals. No hunting of seals is carried out in Antarctica. 
Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (1982):
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This agreement controls the amount of fishing that is allowed in Antarctic waters by giving licences to fish up to a certain agreed limit. These fishing limits (or ‘quotas’) also take into account the possible knock-on effects of fishing on the rest of the marine food web. link: www.ccamlr.org
The Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty (1998): 
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The Environmental Protocol is one of the toughest sets of rules for any environment in the world. Under the agreement, no new activities are allowed in Antarctica until their potential impacts on the environment have been properly assessed and minimised. 
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