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XXXI Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting, 
Kyiv, Ukraine, 2 – 13 June 2008
1.
The 31st Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting (ATCM XXXI) was held in Kyiv from 2-13 June 2008.  Over 195 delegates from 37 countries attended the Meeting which was chaired by Professor Serhiy Komisarenko and opened by the Vice Prime Minister of Ukraine, Grigorij Nemyria. 

2.
Agreement was reached on a range of environmental protection measures including adoption of 14 new or revised protected or managed area management plans and 4 new site guidelines.  A joint paper from the UK and Norway on management of impacts of climate change in the Antarctic received wide support.  It was agreed that a joint meeting between the Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR) Scientific Committee and the ATCM’s Committee on Environmental Protocol (CEP) would take place immediately prior to the next ATCM.  The theme would be to explore opportunities for collaboration and practical cooperation including climate change research, ecosystem and environmental monitoring, protected areas and spatial management measures. 
3.
The Working Group on Tourism and Non-Governmental Activities discussed a wide range of papers including a proposal to develop a Strategic Vision for Antarctic Tourism which generated a lengthy and informative debate. The UK will lead intersessional work to develop key principles for underpinning a strategic vision.

4.
A joint session of the Tourism Working Group and the Safety and Operational Working Group was convened to discuss issues relating to shipping safety, and in particular the sinking of the M/S Explorer in November 2007.  It was agreed that work should continue intersessionally. New Zealand announced that it will hold an Antarctic Treaty Meeting of Experts on issues relating to shipping safety in the Southern Ocean in November/December 2009. The meeting also adopted a UK/Australia Resolution to highlight the importance of hydrographic charting in Antarctica. 

5.
ATCM XXXII will take place in Baltimore, USA from 6 – 17 April 2009.  The meeting will serve as an opportunity to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Antarctic Treaty. 
6.
Further details can be found at http://www.ats.aq or http://www.atcm2008.gov.ua/.
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