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Summary of XXIXth Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting and Committee for Environmental Protection, 12th – 23rd June 2006, Edinburgh, Scotland
1.
The XXIX Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting (ATCM) was held in Edinburgh from 12 - 23 June 2006.  The meeting was opened by HRH The Princess Royal and Lord Triesman, and was chaired by Sir Michael Wood, former FCO Legal Adviser.  The UK Delegation consisted of officials from the FCO (Polar Regions Unit (PRU) and Legal Advisers); the British Antarctic Survey, with expert input also from the Maritime and Coastguard Agency

2.
The first ever 2-week public outreach programme to coincide with an ATCM had been arranged.  In addition to exhibitions of Antarctic art and photographs from Scott’s 1910-1913 expedition, there was a series of public lectures on living in Antarctica, glaciology, Scottish Antarctic heritage and BBC filming techniques. Several prominent Edinburgh institutions such as the Edinburgh Zoo, Dynamic Earth and the Royal Observatory held Antarctic-related events to coincide with the ATCM. The presence of two of the UK’s Antarctic ships, HMS Endurance and RRS James Clark Ross in Leith was highly successful with approximately, 6,000 members of the public visiting the ships. 
3.
Key outcomes of the Committee for Environmental Protection (CEP) meeting itself included:
· Agreement of 9 Management Plans 

· 1 new Historic Site and Monument.

· 12 UK-lead Site-specific Guidelines for Visitors

· Agreement of UK-drafted Guidelines for Ballast Water Exchange in the Antarctic Treaty Area.  

· A Comprehensive Environmental Evaluation (CEE) for a new Belgian research station in Dronning Maud Land was approved.
4.
There was extensive discussion on the issue of large tourist vessel activities focusing on issues of search and rescue and environmental impact from a maritime incident involving a large vessel. In addition to the environmental impacts from large numbers of passengers landing ashore. Considerable support was pledged to continuing work on site guidelines and watching brief on the tourism industry’s work to develop an accreditation scheme. 

5.
Monday 19th June was designated by the ATCM Parties as a day for discussion of International Polar Year (IPY) science and logistics. Parties adopted a UK-drafted ‘Edinburgh Antarctic Declaration on the International Polar Year’. This Declaration pledged the commitment of all Antarctic Treaty Parties to providing political and financial support to the biggest internationally co-ordinated research effort in both polar regions for 50 years. 

6.
Overall, the meeting was a success, from the organising of the meeting, to the delivery of objectives and successful outreach on Antarctic matters to the general public.
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