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Summary of XXVIth meeting of the commission for the conservation of antarctic marine living resources (CCAMLR)
1.
The XXVI meeting of the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR) was held in Tasmania, Australia from 22 October to 2 November 2007.  CCAMLR is part of the Antarctic Treaty System and meets annually to set the regulatory framework for the conservation of the Southern Ocean ecosystem, including through fisheries management. China attended the XXVI meeting for the first time as a Member of the Commission, bringing CCAMLR’s total membership to 25 Member States. Observers included the Cook Islands, Greece, the Netherlands and Vanuatu. 

2.
As per the requirement of alphabetical rotation, this meeting was chaired for the first time by Namibia (Peter Amutenya).  The Governor of Tasmania opened the meeting.  The Commission meeting was held in parallel with the meeting of the Scientific Committee, chaired by Dr Edith Fanta (Brazil), and preceded by meetings of its subsidiary Working Groups on Fish Stock Assessment and Incidental Mortality Associated with Fishing. 
3.
The UK delegation was led by the Jane Rumble (Head of Polar Regions Unit (PRU)/OTD) and composed of officials from the Polar Regions UnitPRU and Legal Advisers, supported by scientists from the British Antarctic Survey (BAS) and fisheries consultants from the Marine Resource Assessment Group (MRAG).  The Chief Executive of the Government of South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands (GSGSSI) also attended, as well as a representative of WWF-UK.

4.
Strong science from the UK ensured that there was no disagreement to increase the Total Allowable Catch (TAC) of Toothfish within CCAMLR Sub-Area 48.3 (South Georgia) to 3,920 tonnes.  For the first time, it was agreed that this TAC would also roll over to 2008/09. The TAC for Icefish during the 2007/08 season in South Georgia waters was agreed at 2,462 tonnes. 

5.
The Commission updated the Non-Contracting Party (NCP) IUU (illegal, unregulated and unreported) vessel list with the inclusion of an additional three vessels. Additionally, the Commission adopted a new Conservation Measure to clarify the obligations of Contracting Party Flag States and their vessels once the CCAMLR Secretariat had issued a closure notice for any part of the Convention Area.  This includes the requirement that no longline fishing gear be set within 24hours of the closure time and that notification is sent to the Secretariat if a vessel remains in an area after it has been closed. The UK led discussions to underpin the successful adoption of enhanced management mechanisms for krill fishery. 

6.
Consensus was reached on an EC proposal for CCAMLR to undertake a performance review. The UK had worked very closely with the European Commission to ensure that the proposal was widened from a review of the Regional Fisheries Management Organisation (RFMO) functions of CCAMLR, to also include the wider responsibilities for the conservation and management of the marine ecosystem through its connections with the Antarctic Treaty System. The review will be conducted during the 2007/2008 intersessional period by a panel of nine.  Members were required to submit names of potential panel members within 30 days of the meeting.  A final report, prepared by the review panel, shall be submitted to CCAMLR XXVII. 

7.
The Commission also adopted a Conservation Measure to implement the recent UN General Assembly Sustainable Fisheries Resolution (61/105) into CCAMLR.  This Resolution calls for specific actions to protect vulnerable marine ecosystems (VMEs) from bottom fishing activities that would have significant adverse impacts on such ecosystems. 

8.
Overall, it was a very busy and good CCAMLR meeting for the UK, achieving key objectives to reinforce: recognition for effective fisheries management in South Georgia; further strengthen ing ofthe reputation of UK fisheries scientists; and secure agreement to enhanced measures to underpin protection of the Antarctic marine environment. 
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