XXXIII Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting; Punta del Este, Uruguay, 
3 – 14 May 2010
1. The Meeting welcomed Portugal’s accession to the Antarctic Treaty (on 29 January 2010) and Monaco’s accession to the Environmental Protocol (on 1 July 2009) – this brings the number of Treaty Parties to 48 (28 full Consultative Parties), of which 34 are also Parties to the Protocol.   Measure 1(2003), which officially establishes the Secretariat, came into force during 2009 so this was the first meeting to be hosted with the Secretariat taking full responsibility for negotiating the translation costs.  The Headquarters Agreement between the ATCM and the Government of Argentina, for the hosting of the Secretariat in Buenos Aires was signed on 12 May.  

2. Good progress was made on a wide range of issues, particularly climate change, environmental protection and tourism management.  The Committee for Environmental Protection (CEP) agreed an updated 5 year work plan which highlighted non-native species, tourism management and marine and terrestrial spatial planning as key areas for future work.  
3. Drawing on the 30 recommendations developed during an Antarctic Treaty Meeting of Experts (ATME) on Climate Change, co-chaired by the UK and Norway in April 2010, both the ATCM and the CEP agreed to add new agenda items to focus on the implications of climate change on Antarctica.   The Meeting also adopted a Resolution encouraging efforts to raise awareness of SCAR’s Antarctic Climate Change Environment report.

4. The Meeting adopted 14 Measures on protected area management and one to add a new site to the list of Historic Sites and Monuments; five Decisions (relating mainly to budgets and rules of procedure); and seven Resolutions (including visitor site guidelines, and coordination on polar shipping and hydrographic charting issues). Four new visitor site guidelines (including two from the UK covering Damoy Point and Danco Island) were also agreed, ensuring that guidelines or formal Management Plans are in place for visits to all of the 20 most visited sites in Antarctica.  
5. The ATME on Ship-Bourne Tourism had agreed 19 recommendations, which were largely endorsed by the ATCM.  In particular, the need for Treaty Parties to ensure full engagement at the IMO during the development of the mandatory Polar Shipping Code, and the importance of vessel-reporting to regional Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centres (MRCCs).  
6. There was wide agreement and strong support for action to protect the marine ecosystem and recognition of the need for a more coordinated approach with CCAMLR. 
