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ATCM XXX – New Delhi June 2007

1.
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting (ATCM) XXX was held in New Delhi from 30 April to 11 May 2007. The meeting was opened by the Minister for Science, Technology and Earth Sciences, Mr Kapil Sibal and was chaired by Professor V. R. Rao. The UK delegation consisted of officials from the FCO and the British Antarctic Survey. 

2.
Two UK revised management plans (for Moe Island and Rothera Point) were adopted as were new tourist site guidelines at Brown Bluff and Snow Hill. A UK draft management plan for a new Antarctic Specially Managed Area (ASPA) at Marion Nunataks, Charcot Island, was welcomed pending adoption at ATCM XXXI. The Committee for Environmental Protection (CEP) adopted a 5 year plan and agreed to add climate change to future agendas as a separate item under Environmental Monitoring and Reporting. 
3.
There was extensive discussion on the issue of large tourist vessel activities and, in particular, potential environmental impacts and safety at sea. Prompted by a UK intervention from 2006 and following lengthy negotiations a Resolution on Ship-based Tourism in the Antarctic Treaty Area was adopted, recommending that Parties discourage or decline to authorise tour operators that use vessels carrying more than 500 passengers from making any landings in Antarctica. The Resolution also encouraged the coordination of vessels in Antarctica and conduct for the management of landings.

4.
A further Resolution was adopted recommending that the Parties discourage any tourism activities that may substantially contribute to the long-term degradation of the Antarctic environment and its dependent and associated ecosystems. This was aimed primarily at preventing or discouraging permanent land based tourism infrastructure. 

5.
ATCM XXXI will be held in Kiev in June 2008. 
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