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Who killed the Krill?

Suspect Profile:

Sylvia Seal.

[image: image1.jpg]Six types of you live in Antarctica, and krill makes up a large portion of the diet of all your relatives. 

The crabeater’s name is a bit of a cheat. Their name actually comes from the German word, krebs, meaning crustacean, and in fact they feed on almost nothing else but krill. They have special teeth that allow them to swallow mouthfuls of seawater and then sieve out the krill. They can put away up to 25 times  their body weight in krill per year. 

Since the fall in the number of whales in Antarctica, the other big krill-eaters, the number of crabeater seals has exploded. Today, there could be more than 30 million, making up over half of the all the world’s seals. But because they live in the pack ice, nobody knows just how many there are.

Your leopard seal cousins enjoy krill too. Although these aggressive hunters also feed on penguins and young crabeater seals, nearly half their diet is krill. 

But all you krill lovers in the seal communities are finding it more and more difficult to fish enough krill to feed your young. Now your lives are threatened too.
Go to the next page to read more about the victim.

Victim Profile:

Krill
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Krill is a Norwegian word for 'whale food' to describe the pink, see-through animals that live in the waters surrounding the Antarctic Peninsula. Antarctic krill live for up to 6 years and grow to about 6cm long. They gather in dense swarms up to hundreds of metres across. Each swarm contains millions of krill, turning areas of the ocean's surface pink. 

In winter, krill live beneath the sea-ice where they can grow in safety. Here, they feed on algae and tiny plants called phytoplankton found under the surface of the sea-ice. In summer, krill spend their days in the dark depths of the ocean safe from their predators. At night time, they swim to the surface to feed.

For a more detailed profile on krill, visit
www.antarctica.ac.uk/About_Antarctica/Wildlife/Krill/index.html and 

www.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1595276,00.html#article_continue
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