[image: image1.jpg]discovering ANTARCTICA - activity sheet





Who killed the Krill?

Suspect Profile:

Adélie Penguin.

[image: image1.jpg]You are a true Antarctic penguin, living and breeding in and around Antarctic coastal waters. Around Antarctica you have about five million relatives, but life is not as good as it used to be. 

You eat fish and squid when you have to, but you prefer krill. You swim up to 100 km in search of them, risking attack from leopard seals and other predators. 

You may be tough, but life is getting harder. Falling krill supplies are making it difficult to survive. In some years, families have not been able to breed successfully because there is just not enough food around.  Each summer, 17,000 families used to stay on Torgersen Island on the western side of the Antarctic Peninsula. Here, you nest, lay eggs and rear your young. Today, numbers of nests have more than halved. 

Changes in the climate may be part of the problem. It is now an average of 2.50C warmer than it was fifty years ago. With warmer temperatures the sea-ice is disappearing, and so you may even need to move further south.

With less sea-ice, there is more moisture in the atmosphere that sometimes makes it snow more. In January, you need a dry patch of land to build a nest on Torgesen Island but in some years, there is still snow on the ground. Snow or no snow, you have to nest and lay eggs or else your hatching chicks will miss out on the peak of the krill season. Many Adélie families have lost their offspring because the melting snow has flooded their nests. 
Find out more from:

www.seaworld.org/animal-info/info-books/penguin/index.htm

Go to the next page to read more about the victim.

Victim Profile:

Krill
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Krill is a Norwegian word for 'whale food' to describe the pink, see-through animals that live in the waters surrounding the Antarctic Peninsula. Antarctic krill live for up to 6 years and grow to about 6cm long. They gather in dense swarms up to hundreds of metres across. Each swarm contains millions of krill, turning areas of the ocean's surface pink. 

In winter, krill live beneath the sea-ice where they can grow in safety. Here, they feed on algae and tiny plants called phytoplankton found under the surface of the sea-ice. In summer, krill spend their days in the dark depths of the ocean safe from their predators. At night time, they swim to the surface to feed.

For a more detailed profile on krill, visit
www.antarctica.ac.uk/About_Antarctica/Wildlife/Krill/index.html and 

www.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1595276,00.html#article_continue
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