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Who killed the Krill?

Suspect Profile:

Fisherman Fred.

[image: image1.jpg]For nearly thirty years, fishermen like yourself have come to Antarctica to catch krill. Fishing trawlers still harvest about 100,000 tons of krill every year. Over half the krill harvest is used for fish food or animal feed. 

Although they are fairly easy to catch and could provide a useful source of protein for people, krill are expensive to process. Krill must be processed within three hours or their tissues start to break down, turning black and mushy. Trawlers now use the latest technology to peel and process the krill quickly. Most of them are minced, turned into a paste or sold as fresh or canned tail meats.
Sea-ice is a vital feeding ground for the huge number of krill in the Southern Ocean, but around the Antarctic Peninsula, there has been a dramatic decrease in sea-ice. Here, temperatures have risen by 2.5°C in the last fifty years. Many scientists believe that this is a result of global warming that may be caused by people’s pollution of the atmosphere. No-one is certain that the melting sea-ice here is connected to the global warming, but it is the most likely reason for the disappearance of krill. 

Go to the next page to read more about the victim.

Victim Profile:

Krill
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Krill is a Norwegian word for 'whale food' to describe the pink, see-through animals that live in the waters surrounding the Antarctic Peninsula. Antarctic krill live for up to 6 years and grow to about 6cm long. They gather in dense swarms up to hundreds of metres across. Each swarm contains millions of krill, turning areas of the ocean's surface pink. 

In winter, krill live beneath the sea-ice where they can grow in safety. Here, they feed on algae and tiny plants called phytoplankton found under the surface of the sea-ice. In summer, krill spend their days in the dark depths of the ocean safe from their predators. At night time, they swim to the surface to feed.

For a more detailed profile on krill, visit
www.antarctica.ac.uk/About_Antarctica/Wildlife/Krill/index.html and 

www.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,1595276,00.html#article_continue
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