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Antarctica’s food web

There would be no life in the Southern Ocean around Antarctica without energy from the sun. Through photosynthesis, microscopic plants called phytoplankton that float near the water’s surface trap and use the sun’s energy to grow. Phytoplankton are called producers because they produce their own food and form the first ‘trophic level’ (stage or feeding position) in the food web.
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Apart from the producers every organism in Antarctica’s waters depends on plants or other organisms for their food as part of the marine food web. On the next trophic level up are the primary consumers that feed on the producers. In Antarctica’s waters, these include Antarctic krill. Primary consumers are in turn fed on by secondary consumers and so on up the chain. When an organism has a meal, the energy that originally came from the sun is passed through the food chain, helping each organism to grow. But the links in the chain do not always join in one straight line. Many animals have a mixed diet and, in turn, serve as food for a variety of other creatures that prey on them, so it is more like a web made up of interlinking chains. 

Who eats who in marine Antarctica’s food web is not as complicated as in other environments as it is made up of few trophic levels.[image: image2.jpg]
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